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E.O. 12356: DECL : OADR 

TAGS: PREL, PGOV, ASEC, CASC, PTER, PHUM, VE 
SUBJECT: POSSIBLE SEQUEL TO FAILED COUP ATTEMPT 

REF: CARACAS 01135 AND PREVIOUS 

1. C - ENTIRE TEXT. 

2. FOLLOWING THE FAILURE OF THE FEBRUARY 4 COUP ATTEMPT, 
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ONE QUESTION WHICH ARISES IS WHAT WILL BE THE POPULAR 
REACTION TO IT, ESPECIALLY IN THE SLUMS ( " RANCHITOS " ) 
RINGING CARACAS, AND IN THE POOR SUBURBAN BEDROOM 
COMMUNITIES FARTHER AFIELD. 

3. IT WAS THESE AREAS WHICH GAVE RISE TO THE RIOTS OF 
FEBRUARY -MARCH, 1989 (THE "CARACAZO"), CHARACTERIZED BY 
THE TEMPORARY BREAK-DOWN OF PUBLIC ORDER AND SUBSEQUENT, 
MASSIVE LOOTING AND LOSS OF LIFE. WE HAVE NOTED AS YET 
UNSUBSTANTIATED REPORTS THAT RESIDENTS OF SOME OF THESE 
SLUM AREAS BEGAN TO " CELEBRATE " UPON LEARNING OF THE COUP 
ATTEMPT THIS MORNING AND THAT SOME LOOTING HAS APPARENTLY 
ALREADY TAKEN PLACE IN THE SUBURB OF GUARENAS 

4. THE OVERWHELMING MAJORITY OF THESE POOR AREAS ARE 
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CONSERVATIVE BY NATURE AND EXPERIENCE, AND TURNED OFF BY 
THE " SYSTEM" AND ITS PARTIES AND POLITICIANS. THEIR 
"CELEBRATION" OF THE COUP ATTEMPT SHOULD, THEREFORE, BE 
READ MORE AS AN EXPRESSION OF PLEASURE IN THE WREAKING OF 
VENGEANCE ON THE POLITICAL CLASS, THAN AS APPROVAL OF A 
MILITARY DICTATORSHIP. NONETHELESS, THE POOR MAY WELL BE 
TEMPTED TO EXPLOIT ANY APPARENT BREAK-DOWN OF PUBLIC ORDER 
BY LOOTING AND RIOTING. 

5. THE GOVERNMENT'S FORCEFUL, SUCCESSFUL REPRESSION OF 
THE COUP ATTEMPT, THE EVIDENTLY ABSOLUTE LOYALTY OF THE 
NATIONAL GUARD (WHICH FUNCTIONS AS THE NATIONAL POLICE IN 
MAINTAINING PUBLIC ORDER AND HAS THE REPUTATION OF BEING A 
FORCE NOT TO BE TRIFLED WITH) , AND THE POPULAR MEMORY OF 
THE BRUTALITY WITH WHICH THE 1989 RIOTS WERE PUT DOWN WILL 
FUNCTION TO HELP PREVENT ANOTHER SUCH OUTBREAK. THE GOV 

CONFIDENTIAL 



PAGE 03 CARACA 01150 042203Z 

HAS A FULL BAG OF TACTICS AT ITS DISPOSAL. AS YET, THE 
AUTHORITIES HAVE NOT IMPOSED A CURFEW BUT, REGARDLESS, WE 
EXPECT THE FORCES OF ORDER TO BE OUT ON THE STREETS EN 
MASSE LATER TODAY AND TONIGHT. 

6. UNFORTUNATELY, HOWEVER, THE FORCES OF ANARCHY AND 
CHAOS ARE ALSO POTENTIALLY STRONG. ORGANIZED CRIMINAL 
BANDS, OF WHICH THERE ARE MANY, AND NUMEROUS SMALL LEFTIST 
GROUPS WILL ATTEMPT TO EXPLOIT THE SITUATION, IN MANY 
INSTANCES ACTING AS PROVOCATEURS IN LURING THE MASSES INTO 
THE STREETS TO LOOT AND TO ENGAGE IN OTHER CRIMES. 
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE MIDDLE CLASS, MANY OF WHOM ARMED 
THEMSELVES WITH AUTOMATIC WEAPONS AFTER THE EVENTS OF 
FEBRUARY, 1989, COULD REACT IN TRIGGER-HAPPY FASHION TO 
THE LEAST POPULAR PROVOCATION. THE COUP ATTEMPT MAY BE 
OVER IN VENEZUELA, BUT IT COULD BRING VIOLENCE OF ANOTHER 
KIND IN ITS WAKE. THE N EXT FEW DAYS WILL LIKELY BE 
CRITICAL IN THAT REGARD. | ** 
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